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JOHN VI, 66, 67, 68, | 


From that time many of his Diſciples went back, and 
walked no more with him.-— Then ſaid Jeſus unto the 
twelve, Will ye dſo g0 away? Then Simon Peter ans 
ſwered bim, Lord to whom ſhall we go? Thou haſt the 
Words of eternal life, 


$4 8% N theſe words there are four things conſi- 
| [CESS derable. 


a I. A Remarkable Accident that befel 
OM L 9? our Saviovr in the Courſe of his Miniſtry, 
KEXASS his being deſerted at once by a great many 
| of his Diſciples : Many of his diſciples 
went back, and walked no more with him. 

IT. The occaſion of this great Deſertion, intimated in 
that Clauſe, c T&rs, _- that time, or upon that occaſion. 

II. A Queſtion thereupon put by our Lord to thoſe 
few that ſtill remained with him : He ſaid unto the twelve, 
Wil ye alſo go away? And, 

IV. And? Laſtly, The honeſt and diſcreet Anſwer which 
Simon Peter in the name of the reſt returned to this queſtions 
Lord, to whom ſball we go? thou haſt the words of eternal life. 


— ow 


Fach of which Particulars will afford ſome uſeful Obſer- 
vations, which ia the Sequel of this Diſcourſe I ſhall briefly 
touch upon, (the time not permitting me to do more) and 
thea make ſome Application of the whole. TI begin with 
the fiſt, wiz. 


I. The Relation of a Remarkable Accident that befel 
our $2vjoer in the Courſe of L.. Miniſtry,viz. his being de- 
| | R Sed 
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ſerted at once by a great many of his Diſciples: Many of his 
diſciples went back, and walked no more with him. Thc Eva. 
eel} doth not ſay how many, but that we may probably 
colle& from the. former part of the Chapter : For at the 
:oth Verſe we are told; That the number of thoſe that were 
with him before, and had been miracutouſly fed by him 
with five Barly-loaves,and two ſmall fiſhes, was about 500o, 
and that upon that they.all of them acknowledged that he 
was the Chriſt, as you may ſee at the 14th Verſe, Thi wof 
4s truth (ſay they) that m—_— which ſbould come into the 
World; and thereupon pretuming (according to the No. 
tion generally received among the Jews at that time) that 
the Meſſias was to be a mighty Temporal Prince, they would 
fain then have perſwaded him to take upon-him the King. 
dom. Nay, as the Evangeliſt notes at the 15th Verſe, They 
would have taken him by force, and made him « Kjng ; which 
when our Saviour had avoided by conveying himſelf pri. 
vately away, they would not however be thereby diverted 
from purſuing their Intention ; but perceiving which way 
his Diſciples were gone over the Sea, and po that he 
had appointed to meet them on the other {ide, they took 
Shipping the very next day to follow him ; and whea they 
had found him, Loowing that he had not gone over inthe 
{ame Boat with his Diſciples, and that no other Boar had 
£one over beſides, except thoſe wherein they themſelves 
ad paſfed, fd that aldqueiely he muſt needs have con- 
veyed himſelf over the Sea by a miracle; oy ſeemed 
hereby till the more confirmed in that belief which they 
had of him before; and yet behold on a ſudden, evea the 
very ſame day, upon occafion of ſome diſguſt which they 
took at his rine, they all forſook him, leaving him 
(as it feems) alone, only with his Twelve Apoſtles. 
Many of his diſciples went back, and walked no more with him. 
From whence we may obſerve , 


'- 2. That 
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1, That Tnfallibility its ſelf is not ſufficient to prevent 
Schiſms and Separations in the Church. For ſurely they will 
not deny that our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour himſelf was an 
infallible Teacher , who believe' that his pretended Vicar 
is ſo; and yet for all that, he was deſerted by a great many 
of his Diſciples 3 there were many more that forſook him, 
than there were that continued to adhere to him. Nay, 
indeed his Infallibiliry may be ſaid in ſome ſenſe to have 
been the occaſion of this great Schiſm; for the reaſon of 
theit forſaking him was, becauſe he ſpake to them the 
words of Truth ; for had he but ſuited his DoQtrine to the 
Carnal Palates of his Hearers, they would (till have conti- 
nued with him. 

And if Infallibility will not ſerve for this purpoſe, there 
is, manifeſtly, no ſuch abſolute neceſſity, no fuch great 
uſefulneſs of any Infallible Guide in the Church, as the 
Romaniſts pretend ; who alſo from thence only, without 
any ground from Scripture,boldly infer that there is ſuch an 
one: For we have already an Infallible Rule both of Belief 
and Praftice in the Holy Scriptures, and this Rule is ſuffi- 
ciently plain to, and eaſily enough applicable by all ſuch as 
are of honeſt minds, and give due Attention and Regard 
toit. An Infallible Guide (if there were any ſuch now- 
a-days)- could not teach more than the Holy Scriptures'do, 
of ſuch things as are neceſlary to be known by us; neither 
could he teach the ſame things plainer than they teach thenn; 
and if men were of perverſe and carnal minds, they would 
give no more heed to the Infallible Guide,than they do now 
to the Infallible Rule ; that is, they would hear him no lon- 
ger than while his DoQrine pleated them, or while it was 

r their advantage to continue in his Communion; and 
when either his-DoQtrine was ungrateful,- or it was not ſafe 
to adhere to him ; they would do by him, as the Diſciples 
1n the Text did by our Saviowr, who was beyond all diſpute 
an Infallible Teacher ; They would go back, and walk no more 
with bim, _ | 2. Another 
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2. Another thing that may be obferved from heace,is this, 
"That it is no juſt ObjeQtion-agaialt any Church, that there 
are a great many that diflike xt, and ſeparate from it, 

Let not then our Adverſaries of the Church of Rowe any 
more obje& againſt us (asthey.have uſed todo) that their 
Charch is at Unity within its Kals that they are all of one 
Miad, agreeing in the ſame Form of Dodtriae, and holding 
together in the ſame Worſhip ; whereas no ſooner did the 
Reformed Churches rom them, but they were im- 
mediately divided into zanumerable Se#s among them- 
ſelves; cach pretending to greater Purity and Perfeftion 
than the other. Far beſides that the truth of this matter of 
fat might well be doubted, viz. whether there be greater 
Diviſions amang Proteſtants, than among Papifts; which 
a; I will not at chis time dilpute, This I dare boldly 

y, That the Unity whuch boaſt of, is in great 
meaſure owing to the Iaquilztion, and ſuch other means 
of holding their P in their Communion, as we neither 
do, aor think lawful to uſe. 

And then after all, the Separation of other Sef#s from 
the Reformed Churches, 1s not a juſter Objeftion =_ 
them, than the Separation of the Reformed Churches 
ſelves from the Church of Rowe (with which they once held 
Communion) is agaialt that Church : So that if there be 
any thing in this Argumeat, it holds every whit as ſtrong 
agaialt chem, as agaialt us. 

But the truth of it is, the Argumeat its {elf is of no force 
againſt either one or the other. But in the Caſe of Separs- 
tion the only point to be conſidered, in order to the dilcern- 
ing where the blame lies, is for what cauſe the —_— 
was made. For if the grouad of our ſeparating from the 
Romas Church be, (as indeed it was) becauſe we could not 
communicate with her without Sin ; this juſtifies our Sepa- 
ration, and is indeed a juſt Objetion againſt that Church 
which enjoined ſuch ualawful zerms of Communion, And 
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of Brentwood in Eflex, &c. 


on the other ſide, if the Doftrine that we profeſs andteach 
be Pure and Orthodox, and our Worſhip (to fay the leaſt 
ef it) ſuch as may in every part of it be lawfully joined ia ; 
f even they who diflent from* ns, carinor fix on any one 
thing in our Communion winch they can prove is unlaw- 
ful; if — the ground of their Separation from 
ws, be either becauſe rhey mill not endure ſound Doitrine, or 
becauſe they have #ching Ears, which nothing will pleaſe 
but Novelties; they indeed are highly to blame who ſepa- 
nte from usapon ſuch triffing Accounts ; bat it is as more 
2 fult ObjeQtion againft our Church, That there are ſome 
that ſeparate from'1t; than it was againſt chat Charch which 
was at firſt Aſſembled, and governed by our Lord himſelf 
in Perfon , that there were fome who when they had 
ffted themfelves under him as his Diſciples, did afterwards 
(vpon art unreafonable and groundtefs diſguſt) go back and 
walk no more with him. 

What may farther be obferved from hence in general, 
;kis, That che Example of a Multicude is n6t a ſufficiens 
infocement to folow them ice, any further than the 
fame may be juſtified by n. For in the Text we are 
told, that many of our Lords Diſciples (probably not fewer 
than 5ooo) went away from Him ar once; and (as far as 
appears by the Hiſtory) chere were only 12 that remained 
with him, a very final! namber in compariſon with that 

Motktitude that went away ; and yet there can be. no- 
but that theſe were the True Church, and that they 
which went away were Schiſmaricks. 
From whence'therefore (by the way) we may obſerve, 
tow vain and triffing 


thar ment is, which they of che 
Cherch of Rome do urge in f of their Church, and'to 
perfwade usrorerurwto it, taken from the great Multitude 
of thoſe that are of the Roman Communion, incompariſon 
with the Reformed Charches. 


For 
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For granting that the Roman Church is of much 
extent.than the Reformed ; nay, if we ſhould grantu tobe, 
of larger extent than all the Chriſtian Churches beſides, that 
are not of her Communion (which yet is certaialy falſe) 
this is but a very oo Argument to prove her to be the 
True, and only True hrilian Church. 

For if truth be always on the ſide of the greateſt number, 
Which was the True Church in Abraham's time, when he was 
of a Religion by himſelf? Was it in. his {mall Family, or 
amongſt the Taolatrow Nations that. dwelt round. about 
him? Or which was the True Church in all that long Tratt 
of time from Moſes to our Saviour ? Was it not conkined to 
a very ſmall ſpot of Land, even when 4t was at its largelt 
extent? And that again contrafted to a much leſs compals 
in E/ijeh's time, when there were not in Ten of the Tribes 
of Tſrael, above Seven thouſand men who had not bowed the 
knee to the image of Baal. 

Apain, if that be always the True Charch which is the 

largeft, time was when the Arian Hereticks were the Trut 
Chriſtian Church,and the Orthodox Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
(who were but a very few in number, in compariſon with 
them) were conſequently miſerably deluded and rank Here- 
ticks. Andthus, according to this Rule given by the Roms- 
niſts for finding out the True Church, truth and goodnels 
are really nothing at all, but vary according to the Fancies 
and Cuſtoms of Men; and what is true and good now,may: 
inthe next Age become very falſe and wicked. 

But by what hath been ſaid, it appears, that the true 
Worſhippers of God have ſometimes ha but a very few, 
and that the True Church of Chri#t hath in ſome Ages co0- 
ſiſted but of a very ſmall number;. and what has been once, 
may be again. So, that tho we ſhould grant that the Rowe 
Church is than any one, ,or Even than all the Reformed 
Churches together ; yer, ſtill theſe. may be the True Churches 
of Chrift,and that not; for why may not-the True Relignt 
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ud the right Worſhip of God be confined to a narrow com> 
paſs now, as well as it hath been in former times? 
The truth is, number og fewaeſs, .are both meerly acci- 
&ntal and extrinſecal thinks ; ſomerimes tude ma 
te in the right, and ſometimes ( probably- much olinee) 
they are in the wrong 3 and whether they bein the right or 
0,15 a thing to be inquired into, not to be taken for granted. 
8 il bor Truth and Goodneſs are always the ſame, but the Fan- 
your Wl cs 20d Opinions of mea are infinitely: various and uncer- 
ain.And therefore ſeeing God hath not left it to us taderer- 
ro WM nine among our ſelves by moſt Votes, which is the True 
gelt j0n, and the Right Worſhipof God, bur hath himſelf 
pab y ſtated and fully determined this matter in the Books 
pr 


of Scripture many hundred years ago, that Determination 
is WW of tisis and will ever be moſt undoubtedly true; 'tis that 
therefore thax we mult ſtick to, and abide by, let rhe 
the Wl Crowd, or the Multitude go which may it will. 
And ſo much for the firſt thing : Mavzy of bis diſciples 
vent back, and walked no more with him. 


wy II. The ſecond thing which I took notice of in the words, 
was the occaſion of this great.Schiſm , intimated in thax 
oſs Wt Clauſe, 0x T&rv, from that rime, or (2s it may berendred) 
ies WY upon that occaſion : Many of bis diſciples went back. 
Now what _O__— was » we _ _—_ _ the 
foregoing part of the Chapter, and ir was (in this. 
Our Sevioar well knawing the Hypocriſy of that great 
Crowd that followed him, and that a — 
for him was really nothing elſe but Intereſts; plainly tells 
them of it, » 26, Verity, verily, 1 ſay unto you; ge feek me 
not becauſe ye [aw the miracles , but 8 26Mltdl £48 of the 
ao | ) 
ths Warld, am.cheig.T Inters{ts.and Con- 
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anne, nag ip give themſelves up 30-e initruBed.by 
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him in che 'and"means of Salvation, v. 27. Libow a 
for the meat which periſbeth, but for that meat which endure 
wnto everlaſting life, -which the {gp of man ſhall give unto, 
for him bath God the Father ſeated. And this Subjeft hepro. 
ſecures inthe remaining part of the Chapter, (hewing by 
many Arguments, that there was no way for them to attain 
the Bleſſedneſs of the other World , -but by receiving and 
believing his D8Qrine, and leading their Lives according 
toit. And ox T&r#, upon this occalion, mary of them next 
back, and walked no more with him, While he fed them with 
the Loaves, and while they hoped he would be a Temporl 
King, and that = (as being the firſt that had declared for 
him) ſhould be preferr'd to great Places and Dignities under 
him, ſo long he could not get rid of their Company, tho he 
had endeavoured to do it ; but when once he came to tel 
them plainly of their faults, and to diſſwade them from 
minding ſo much as they did the Intereſts of- this World; 
when he had acquainted them that his Kingdom was a $pi- 
ritual Kingdom, and rhat- the only way for - to be made 
Partakers of it, was by carefully obſerving thoſe ſtrift Rules 
of Holineſs and Virtue which he taught ; at this they were 
greatly offended; and it wasnow as hard to keep them togs 
ther; as it was before to diſmiſs them : Upon this accalion 
many went back, and walked no more with him. 

From whence we may obſerve (and 'tis the only thing] 
ſhall at preſeat obſerve from. hence)- That 'ris the Duty «f 
thoſe who 'are Miniſters of the Goſpel boldly to ſpeak the 
[Truth, awd reprove Vice, whatever offence may be rakes 
atthemforie/ ' 

- Inother things 
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vich opon any terms, ' nither may they rpon'aty confide- 
cation © res ſooth up their People in their Sins , 
ind cry peare, ng when there is no peace. Nay, if they 
ir faults," if they only forbear to'reproye 


odlywink at t 
them for their Sins, and f&acquaint thent wirh'the danget 
of continuing in them, they are careleſs of.their Chatge 
and unfaithful ro their Truſt , and while they tem rengler 
of giving Offence, do indeed give the greateſt Offence ;' ar 
(nce expoling rheir Sacred Officetscontempr, and hazard- 
ing the Salvation of their own'Sonls.” For ſo we are plain! 

m Ezek. 33. 7. IThave ſet thee awatchman unto the booſ+ 
of Iſrael, therefore thou ſhalt hear the woyd at my mouth, and 
von them me: When I ſay unto the withed, O withed 
wan; thow JFalt ſurely dit ; if thou doſt not ſpeak to warn' the 
vicked man his way, that witked man ſhall dic in his ini- 
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once all ſhow and profeſſion. of Religion; — but be 


2 Tim. 4- 
2. 


Verſe 3. 
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ſo, — the. fear or-the probability.of this, will not juſtify 
us in negleQing our own Duty, . which is to be inſtant in 
ſeaſon, aud out of ſeaſan, and to reprove, rebuke, and exhar 
with all long. / ering and do/irine. '.-I his 1s the DireQion 
that St- Paul gwes'to Timothy, and ia him to all the Mini 
feters of the Goſpel; and that too, ajtho he forelaw that the 
conlequenee of. it would, ſometimes. be , that ſuch plaig 
dealing. would diſoblige.a-great many, and make them 
forlake the Allemblies of che-Faichfol ; for that be had this 
then: in;bis mind, ſeems. higbly. probable, from what he 
pag. Fon b the very yo words The hag will 
e when they will not endure ſound Dodrine., but fic 
og 091 lofi ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, beving 
it "g 6475, and they [bell turn. away their cars from the 
Irutb. | 
. *Tistrue indeed, we ought, asthe 4poſtle there direfts; 
to. xcbuke , and exbort with all loug- er 54» &. $0 tes 
per.our reprooks wah ſuch Mildnels; and Geat! and 
Prudence, as that. (if it be poſſible) we may give noof- 
fence: to any z- but 1f it be the truth-it elf that gives the 
oiopchs and apr the 1mprudent manner of its delivery, our 
ligels is nt i plesſe men. but God 3 and we. mult doour 
Duty, and ſpeak. the. Words which he: hath-put jato.our 
Mauth, end rebuke with all Authority, not regarding what 
may. be the conſequence of it. gy" 
We may thiak, perhaps, that in caſe aur boldne(s in 
ſpeaking zhe. Truth, and 'reproving Vice, ſhould drive 
away any from our Afemblies,  (eſpecially,if they be Pets 
ſaps of and Authority in the place where they live) 
this would be to the diſadvantage of our Chuych and Re- 
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{Bpiſt' 2. 19%. | They wene ont from 'ws, but they mere not of 
hr if they had been of us, they would no doubt have con- 
tinaed with ws.  ' Such are as much the Charches Encmies 
before their Separation,- as they canbe afterwards; and of 
the rwo, ſhe had/betrer have them open Enemies; than {e- 
cret ones. But as for al} ſuch as are of Honeſt minds; 'and 
fincere, and hearty in their' Profeſſions, they will like us 
the better-for chat, for which the others diſlike us ; whereas 
on the contrary, if we ſhould be afraid\rodo our Af 
we ſhould be meally-mouth'd\ and not dare to ſpeak the 
Truth for fear of the diſpleaſure of ſuch men, - this would 
indeed be a great prejudice 'to our Cauſe, as gran ju 
oFence to'the deft-men, and owe acealion, to ſuch 44 
deſire occaſion, \ro Might and deſpiſe our Office. | 

in fide ; | What we can be only-afraid of in this caſe, 
is no more than-what our Seviow (who knew what was in 
men) Wy: foreknew would happen co himſelf; for 


| he knowthacrhe greateſt part'of the-Multicude: thas fol 


bwed him; followed him for the Toaves, \and-m hope to 
advance their Temporal Intereſt by early aþpearing to be 
his Diſciples ; he knew conſequearly, that upon his decla« 
ring che Frurh' cochem, . and reproving them for theie 
worldly-mindedae(s,- they would\ forfake his Company; 
bat tho heoreſaw this event, he would\nor be unfaithful in 
his Office; or negle& rhar bulmels for which he came into 


the World, which was 70 bear Witneſs anto the Truth ; jotn in. 
he choſe rather to have but a few-ſincere Followers," chan. 37- 


agreat number of Hypocritical Profeflors; \and: therefore 
would not diſſemble:the'Truth, altho be koew thay up-+ 
on his declaring it, mary 'won/d go back, and walk no more 
Bib bias. \ ws | | 

- Andnoxy i\ proceed to the third Thing obſervable ia 


-- Tac ns." ad7 het WM. The 
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Fohn 2. 
24. 


Gi nab ent; but if for," you eſo way follon-tht five rhouſund 


\o HL, The: Queſtion-which our Lord (apon the occaſion 
of. this-great, Deſertion) puts, to thoſe that till remaineg 
with him, Je/«« ſaid wnto the:twelve, Wl ye alſo go any? 
+ Ang with: what:delige this Queſtion. was-put, might 
have been douinetl;,af it had been putiby.ancther ; bur ir 
is certain, that.our $:viour did nat putittothe Twelve, to 
knowitheir minds, -for as the Evengeleft; ſays, He knew al 
men, and: needed. wt that any ſhould teftify of man, for he 
kaepwhidt was in man. i ad lo It. , 

[Theſe words therefore, Will ye a/{o go ave? ate not {6 


mucha Queltion-put Pa themyto know whether they would . 
10 


tay or go, as an Opfion given-them, a leaving is to their 
Will.and Ghoice,z whether they, would. do-one or-the 
other ; -- as if h&had ſaid, Tos ſee how tpony there are that 
have taken offence at my dotirine, and beve. upon that account 
all at once deſerted. me ; but I am not at all concerned at their 
departure, for I deſire no ſubjefts but ſuch as ofy/ing to be 
Jos, \and will be obedient to my words. 1 If therefart you are of 
the {ame mind with then, if my dottrine does not reliſh with 
y0u," if your hearts («4s theirs) are wholly ſet #pan this World, 
and the intereſts of this Life, and you value not the having « 
portion in my Spiritual Kingdom, or diſlike the Conditions of 
attaining it; "tis to no purpiſe for you to fhay any longer with 
we';. for this is all the reward that 1 ſe $0:my diſciples : 
Tow are at your own liberty therefore to go or ſlay as you pleaſe; 


| rr and willingly you gave wp your ſelves at firſt to be my 


ſciples, ant: freely end willingly you ſhell comtinue ſo, or 
not at 'all.; \as 1 did not force you to follow me, ſo. neit ber will 
T.compel you to fl ay with me ;, Do what you think beſt for your 
ſelves ; | porter rey > wy Diſcipleſbip, end think the 
reward that I propoſe, s ſufficient encouragement ,..and art 


ſwaded that 1 am able to make good what T promiſe , then 


that are already gone away : 1 will not detain young ainſt your 
minds. Will ye alſo go away ? | | 
WP "OBOE. | 
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Froth whence we may obleryertice two Things:* 


1, That it is not agreeable to the" Vs?are of the Goſpel 

to force of "compel men to the Profefſionof it. 
, If indeed Salvation were' annexed to the outward Pro: 
ſeſſion of Chriftienity , and every Viſible Member of the 
Church, were alſo a Member of Chriff;Spiritual Kingdom, 
it would be ſuch a great deed of Charity to entitle men to 
theſe benefits, as would be ſufficient tro compenſate for 
any bardſhip that they were put to in order toit; and if 
men were, or could be forced to be ſaved, even altho it 
were by Fire and Faggot, they would have no more reaſon 
to cry out of Perſecution , or to complain of any injury 
. that was done them, than' a'man rhat was juſt ready to 
be drowned would have, if he that pull'd him out of the 
Water and faved his Life, ſhould do it by the ſpraining of 
his Arm. | bg 
But the Caſe here is otherwiſe; for the Spiritual King- 
dom of Chriſt is made up only of ſuch as willingly ſubmit 
toit; andtho forcemay make many Hypocrites, 1t cannot 
make one true Chriſtian; 'for no outward force can compel 
the Will toconſent, tho it may compeFrhe Morth co fpeak, 


" 


or the Body to aft. '©- > | 

Not bit that after all, it is moſFondoubredly the Duty. 
of Chriſtian Magiſtrates to endeavour that all their SubjeQs 
may be br6bghtbertrro the Profeſſion and Belief of the Trae 
Chriftiiss'F&þ j*ang rothis endthey ought to REvp,” and 
eſtabliſh in their Dominions the 77»e Chriſtian Worſbip, and 
to te care rac ehitie SabjeRts ifla}be inftrutedTa ir, and 


alſo ro-give them ull reaſonable Eticouragement in the Pro-' 
" Mags Line Ty thay hey may. gar; "OR Tam ful 

44 [ J 4 th 7Þ! 2r/ am! Y 
| hac Fn | Hoke where 
ftrining che Exorbitances of a miſguided and ungoverh- 


s of a miſtaken Religina; _ 
all ſuch workers of iniquity, 8s turn Re- 
9 and Faith into Faftion. 

geen in what tomake uſe of che Te 

ral $worg in Matrors  Religiog;, what Temporal Ko. 
eq "ana arg proper to be givea to the Profeſſion of 


Reli gion, and what Diſcouragerents to Error 
and Schiſm,, being SubjeQs needful to ,be enquired into 
only by them thar,have the power of making or executing 


Laws, are;not. proper. to be diſcourſed of here. 

Bar in general, That no man can,or ought to be compell'd 
to be 2 Chriſtiaz, 1 think is very plain our Seviour's 
Example; for tho his Kingdom was Spiritual , 4. e. tho 
he was, plealed to ule gnl Sprrizual Means and Motiyeso 
engage men to be his Diſciples, he could have uſed other 
means if he had pleaſed; for as he bimfelftells us, Marth. 
28.18. All power in heaven and earth was given unto him; 


ne therefore, if External chr yg Fyeres had hos 


er means to-nlarge bis Kiogdo 
Rel as, Five akon > 


"rrp whe by 


Fo wo. 4- 5 tO : 
it; have does in 
words Ln ately [oo thoſe after), 

fore, and-teach all nations; He would- not ce 
does in che Text ). have left it to the. 
of his own whether t 
Fraſhgnet Ns EINE 


7 there- 
ot .(as he 
Oprtioa 
continue in the 
VN yeollegamry? 
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Benn ſr, 0n_ - 


__ if the Twelve Apaftes y -UPOR 
boſs; badcyoee 4s ten pet 
thouſand, | w (V0 /erers -himiſelt| (atche 
gud hg have been 3 judg epatidnaſia es. fx 
wi not mum 3 74 ofofh 1 I\' 

trace yet (as es Man) wb, them-lcave:ts 
he left it ea their choice, whether they would ſtay with 
kin 90; Snivlad. oo Poo or Compullion 49 keep chem 
rn 4 rayon mo Oy 
Ga e granted t em-. mipht Chriſtians) y 
would ; if nocy they Ns return, deck. to #he iSpmagoger, 
orgo whitherelſerbey pleaſed ;' Here)were naworldly Mo- 
tives offered raxhee-eo induce thaw ticher; Nr.10: go, 
but the whole nagowavbiecit to:thtze own.C CIGOCR, | , 

But notwithftandiog this Tojeration, (as it may be 
ciled) it 'was moſt certainly their Duty {tu}: to adhere 
to.that Prafeffion of Chrifiecaity, whi _—_— had taken 
upon themelves ; and ih they ha 1.4. rhey wet 
have beeo guilry\of. a maſt inexcuſalile: Sin detore God.) 

And the Caſe is the fame now ; Humene Laawinbts 
may give leave totheir SubxeQts to be.of any Religion, or 
to be of no Religion}, but if they do , they. cap © maks 
it lawful io its ſelf ;7-carher to. be, fchrufts, or. os 
{ale Religion;.orto ferfake the muniaa of; the T7oc 
Church; ;for to-believe.a God , and to Worlkip bios Pub- 
lickly, and to Worlkyp biorio che Afembligs of che Fairh 
ful, are Duties that aipleid ypoas| by.a lwgher\ than aw 

Humane Authority; and cherefore oo Humane Authericy 
can dilcharge us. from 'tbem... . 

The Law<an take away and diſcharge ws faors-n0 Ob- 
ligation, bur that wivch its. 46lf laid aapos us; fo.chas al 
the.mcaningofithe. Ad mol unbmited (I oleration 
that 'the- Law) moan (grant ,;- cedargadyÞ 4 Pd B 

that men ſhaY}: not be. texdy, 
- nale_ng; -0h __ 4 ways punib'd by che 


Far "Fat what 
kave given 
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"Power, 'upoa'the account of any Differences in Religjoa, 


b 


or for -being of no Religion ar all; but if antecedently 
the Eſtabli t of any Church by the: Crvil Power, and 
if antecedently ro theenaRiidg of any Penal Laws to oblige 
Men to hold its Communion, it was a Schiſm to ſeparate 
without cauſe, from chat Chriſtian Church whereof wewer: 
Members,and ſuch Schiſmatical Separation was a Sin before 
God, :then'{d it will/be ſilly :notwith(tanding any Licenſe 
or Tokration'thatcan be granted by che Secular Fower. 

Butinow, That before any Civil Laws were enated ia 
favour of the 'Charch, -it was unlawful for any man to 
ſeparate from that Charch, whereof he was a Member, 
without \cauſe;' and that ſuch Separation rendred men 
guilty of the Sin of Schiſm, and that Schiſm was a dam- 
nable Sin, is clearly evident from Holy Scripture. 

For in the 4poſtles days, there was no Civil Eſtabliſh 
ment of any Church, all the Civil Powers then in being were 
either Jewiſb or Heathen, and Judaiſm or Paganiſm were 
the only eftabliſhed Religions 7 and all Profefſion of the 


| Chriſtian Religion was ſtrictly prohibited under the ſeverelt 


Penalties; but for all that, there was a Chriſtian Church 
even in thoſe days, - with which all Chrsfians were obli- 

ed to hold Communign, and from which it was a Sin to 

parate : They continued ftedfaſtly in the Apoſtles dotirine 
and fellowſbip, faith St. Luke, declaring the PraQtice of the 
firſt Converted Chriſtians; A; 2. 42. Even then irwas 
a'Sin to forſake the aſſembling themſelves together, as you 
may ce; Heb.'ro, 25. Even then it was a Duty to-mert 
them that cauſed Diviſions and Offences , contrary to thi 
Dotirine which they had learned, [from Chriſtand his Apo- 
ſles)]. and r0-avoid them ; Rom. 16. 17. 'Even then Strifes 
and Diviſions were Atts of Carnatity, as we are told, 
1 Cor: 3.3. and Noreſy was then one of thoſe Works of 'vhe 
Fleſh, of which the Apoſtle ſays, That they which do fuch 


things ſball not inherit the kingdom of God, Gal. 5. 29. _ 


_— 
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fn a word ; There was a Chriftian Charth before there 
was any Chriftian State; and long before there were any 
Afts of Uniformity made, it was an Apoſtolical Canon, Let o, 
i things be done decently and in order';; which obliged both 40. 
the Bybops *and Governors of the Cherch 'torordain ſuch 
Conftirutions as were requiſite for the decent and orderly 
Celebration of the Publick Worſhip, and the People to 
ſubmit thereunto, From the very heqpaating of Chriſti- 
wity, it-was a Duty incumbent on all 'Chrift5ax7\to'en- 
Wi 6zvour'to keep rhe wnity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 3x, _ + 
ud with one mind, and one mouth to glorify God, even the Rom. 15. 
Faher of owr Lord Jeſus Chrift : And it-was always againſt © 
the Nature and Conftirutiva of the Chriftian Charch, that 
there ſhould be Diviſions in it, or Separations from: it, . 
Seing therefore Charch-Communiox-is a Dury laid upon 
by God; it plainly follows, That no Human Aythority 
can releaſe us fr Obligation to 4t; and conſequent- 
ly that theſe words, — Will yo-go”awaeyt—+ Or you 
ny g0. away if - you will; by what' man ſoever>they-are 
pronounced, cannot make it lawful for 'usto forſake the 
Aſſemblies of the Faithful, and to leave the Communion 
of that Chriftian Churth in which we were baptized; and of 
which we are Members, ſo loog as the terms-of her\Com- 
munion are awful. — And ſo much for the third'thing}— 
| proceed now to the Fourth and Laſt thing obſervable in 
Text ; wiz, * : 


| [4 JO V0 1112 CES 
IV.” The honeſt and diſcreet Anfwerthat was'made by 
Simon Peter, in- the Name of himſelf; and the other 24po- 
er, when" this 'Option was put to them, Will ye alſo go 
aq? ſays our Savioxr ;, Lord, fays he, #6-whoms' {bill wo 
8? Thos hift the wbrdF of eternal lifee.\ 10 039011 4 21 


From WHE Ns y briefly obſerve thefethreechings-) 
1." That "tis Haipantbly neveſſavy to be of fome C harch 


. 
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to:whors ſhall we-go?; Hei takes ir for granted, as. a matter 
of which-there could. be nq reaſonable daubt, . that in cal; 
. they had-left..our Lord, they. mult have. betaken then- 
ſelves to-fome-'other guide; -and.thatif they had forſaken 
his Communion,' #hey muſt have.goae over to ſame gther 
Communion 3 be ſuppoſes it a3 a moſt evident and undens 
able Truth (as indeed-it. is) That it is not enqugh for a-man 
ta'bave' Eaith ta: bimſelf,. 19 adore God only, in his hear, 
or t& Worſhip. him.only-in his; Cloſge , but chax ir is alb 
. nece{lary. ta-tekea publick Profeſſion 'of that Religion 
which he 13 of, and to hold Communion with others ofthe 
fame Faith and Profeſſion, in the Common AQs of Wor 
ſhipand Deyation,..' And this,isaFoiat very geedful, and 
well wortby! to. be :con(idered by a great many / that now- 
. a-daysdo fouſtke ous Churches, nat to goto any other Re- 
hgious Aﬀlemblics, but to ſpend their time in leeping or 
dozing9t home, arg tipling at che Alg-houſe.. It we go 
from: thee,-wwhenfbel nepeo? 11, 
-- 2." LThergfose; what may be ſurther obſerved from henc: 
s this, That ſeeing it{is neceſſary: to be of ſome Church or 
other, -4tis lughly unreaſonable to ſeparate from the Charch 
whereof we are) Members, : till we have found out a better 
Chaidh $0 joyarour ſelves ro, ime 9 
- -Quitt: contrary $0 hich is the practice of many Sepus 
tz, 'who'tirlt deſert thew own Church, while as yet they 
are to ſeek what Religion to be of, and what Church to p 
to; they firſt throw off upon ſome fooliſh diſguſt or fancitul 


CO \hey were bred, up/in, and-then un 
beſt Religioo, {j 


are making- ry which is the 

_ | the relt of their Lives without 
any /Ruligionagel),.' | 
It is indeed St. Pat's DizeQign 
| themalvesat c {mall rate, for 
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But they ſhould do wel} to read the wholeVerſe through- 
out, and then they would ſee clearly how little this Text 
makes for them: Prove all things, faith the Apoftle, and 
then he immedately adds, and hold faſt thit which is good. 
The meaning of which laſt Clauſe is at leaſt thus much ; 
That when weare ſatisfied of the goodnels of our own way, 
we ſhould ſtick to it, and hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith without wavering ; it being then both unreaſonable 
and endleſs ro make further trials. 

But ſuppoſe we are not fully ſatisfied in this point ; ſup- 
poſe we have ſome little Doubts and Scruples in our minds, 
whether that Religion and way of Worſhip that we have 
been bred up in, be the beſt or no ? do they think that the 
Apoſtle would have us be of all Religions one after another, 
that ſo at laſt we may be able to judge which is beſt ? "This 
would be juſt as if a man in his Journey meeting with ſeve- 
ral croſs ways, ſhould go a little in one, and a eden ano- 
ther, and a little in a third, and ſo on; the certain conſe- 
quence of. which would be , that having ſperit his whole 
day in making theſe trials of the ſeveral ways that preſented 
themſelves, he would be no nearer his Journeys cnd at 
Night, than be was im the Morning. 

- Ordo they think that He-would have us be of no Religt- 
6n, till we had firſt catefully examined into the Grounds 
and Reaſons of all ;: this would be eyery whit as il] as the 
other: tor there are very few that by .their Parts and 
Learning are qualified roUnderrake,and fewer yer(if any at 
all) that have leiſure enough fromthe neceſſary avocations 
of Life, to go through with ſuch « difficult and tedious. 
Work as this would be; fo that for a man to rake this 
method , would be - juſt as if the travailing-man before- 
awry of, ' meeting (with ſeveral - eroſs- ways; ſhould 
d:his whole" daey.ir- fitting (Hill and conſidering which 
of them. to chuſe,. but 'ſhould' goin-none of them; how 
ſhould he ever come to his. Journeſs end:2 
bak .x Byt: 
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But the courſe that a wiſe man'in ſuch a'caſe would take, 
'* is this ; If he were left wholly to himſelf ro-judge, he would 
according to the beſt of his skill, and as the time and exi- 
geace would permit, chuſe that Road which appeared to 
him to be the right ; or-if he had a Guide with him, on 
whoſe skill and judgment he might with . prudence rely, 
rather than on his own, he would take thatway which he 
direted him to; and when he was once eatredinto.ir, he 
would goon ſteddily in it, never ſtopping or ſtaying in the 
leaft,. unleſs by. ſome evident Tokens he ſhould be clearly 
convinced that he was in the wrong: and never leaving 
that way for another, unleſs be were fully aſſured that the 
other, was much better ; A man chat takes this courle may 
arrive to the place whither he deſigas, which it is certain 
neither of the other can do : Or if © all he ſhould be in 
a miſtake, yet having done his beſt, and taken the pru- 
denteft method that he could, his miſtake would be piti- 
able and pardonable.. «  - 3% | 

And I'dare be bold to {ay, That that man, whe accord- 
ing tothe belt of his kaowledge, ſerves God faithfully, and 
worlhips him wirh a ſincere and devout heart, although in 
a miſtaken way , ſhall find more: favour with God, and 
fare better ia the other World, than he that is ever learn- 
ing, but is never able to come to the knowledge of the truth ; 
or. who under a preteace that he is quite at a loſs, andin a 
great uncertainty, in what way-God would be worſhipped, 
patles his days without makigg/profeſſion of any Religion, 
and.never worſhips God at all,;- -. ye TIT 

And therefore before we leave that way which we have 
been bred up, and educated in, -we ſhould be fully cons 
viaced that we. are-in an error. and fix upon {ome other 
way take, and be certainly aſſured ghat the way we take, 
is better than that we leave.-:\ Lord, to whom [ball we go? 
We know not whither elſe to go,and therefore why ſhould 
we go from thee ? Buty-.. LIC lac 
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3. And laſtly. Another thing that may be obſerved 
from this Anſwer of the Apoſtle's, is this : That there can 
be no ſufficient reaſon to teparate from a Church , which 
has the words of eternal life : Lord, to whom ſhall we go? 
thou haſt the words of eternal life. As if he had (aid, 

We know that thou art true, and teacheſt the way of God in Matt. 22. 


truth: We are ſure that we are ſafe in following thee ; fo 
that ſhould-we forſake thee, and follow another, *tis im- 
poſſible we ſhould get by the change : On a' worſe Guide 
we may eaſily happen, but a better we cannot have: 7o 
whom then [ball we go, if we go from thee ? or upon what 
account ſhould we leave thee for any other, ſeeing thou 
haſt the words of eternal life t 
And this is a Point that many of our diſſenting Brethren 
ſhould do well to conſider ferioully of ; What reaſon they 
have to forſake the Communion of the Eftabliſhed Church. 


16. 


Some, perhaps, will ſay, 'Fhat the Terms of her Com- - 


munion are unlawful, and that they can't with a good Con- 
ſcience join in her Worſhip.. Now whether or no they ſay 
rue in this, God will judge ; but if they doſpeak- the truth, 
and are really perſuaded, as they fay, here is a reaſonable 
Plea for ſeparation. 

But the far greateſt parr of choſe that ſeparate from-the 
Church, do not pretend this; They think our Worſhip law- 
ful, and occaſionally (eſpecially to qualify themſelves-for 
an Office ) they can and do join init; and her DoQrine 
they likewiſe own-to be true and agreeable to the Scrip- 
tures. They grant there is nothing neceſlary to Salvation 
wanting in our Church, and nothing deſtructive to Salva- 
tion enjoined ; Nay, they ſay farther, (and that-they think 
will fully. juſtify them from the charge of Schiſm) that the 
Congregations which they join themſelves-to, and do or- 

narily communicate m—_ own the ſame Scriprures, pro- 
tefs the ſame Creed, worſhip.the ſame God, and are in all- 
reſpeQs of the ſame Retigion that we-are of.. Z 
CERN. | , | 


. Bupifjt-be ſo,theawhy do'they go fram us?If they belicye 

Ahat.we heave the words of eternal life, what need they gy 

elſewhere? what can they hope for more in the Commy- 

ion of any other Church, than\they might have ia their 
own ?:If they(are really of che ſame Religion with us, why 
dotbey break our Communion? why dothey make a rent 
and a Schiſmin the Church for nothing?  _:- 

"They indeed that forlake a Corrupt Church,: or an Ido 
Jatrous: Worſhip ; they, chat leave the Communion of 4 
Church, in which they chink they could not be. ſaved, at 
prudeatly and wilely.; but to forſake a Charch, and at the 
{ame- time to profeſs that they are (till of the. ſame Religi- 
on with that Church which they:have forlaken,.is a pradtice 
which I think nv account can be glyen of. This is certainly 
ta break the Unity of the Church for nothing, and needlelly 
to make a rent and a Schilm ia the Body of Chriſt ; and that 
very thiag which they plead jo excuſe for their Schiſm, 
does/to my apprehealion render ig. alrogether. inexcuſable; 
For if ever Schiſm de-a (io; it is certainly ſo, when there 
is ao cauſe for it 3: and there can-be no juſt cauſe to leave 
that Church which we were bred in, and are Members of, 
and to go over to another which profeſles the ſame Faith, 
teaches the {ame Dottrines,and agrees in all cheEſſcntiabof 
Worſhip with that Church which we leave. For why ſhould 
x man leave the-Eftebliſs'd Chereh, and go to another,or (et 
up another again(t it, when by his own coofeſſion he goes 
not mend himſelf by the change, but might bave been (a- 
ved as well in that Cherch which he leaves, as in that which 
he goes to ? & 

. But I know it is pleaded by this fort of Separatifts, That 
though they agree with us- in the Subftantials of Religion, 
they differ us in che Circumftantiak, and therefore go 
for the moſt part to other: Religious \Afſemblics , becauſe 
there they think God-is worſhipped after.a purcr manner 
than he is among us; That. thothere be in the {E 
$44 | ; DUTTR 
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Church all things neceflary to' Salvation, and: ſhe has rhe 
ggrds of eternal _ yerlhc has alſo/ſomeunacceſſary OQb- 
ces, ' fome Rites and Ceremonies which, they sfunk 
ighe be better: omitted, raod which are not uſed 1n thoſe 
Religious Meetings which they join themſelves to. 
But tothis the an{wer is eaſy ; Either theſe Circumſtan- 
tials of our Worſhip,” theſe'Rites and Ceremonies are law- 
ful to be uſed; or not ;\now.if they be not; lawful, to be - 
uſed ;'if (for inftance it -be unlawful.to be at; 
and to join- in- thoſe Prayers which the Miniſter, puts up 
while he is clothed with a white Garment; or if it be ug- 
hwful to'receive'the Sacrament 4pon the Knee, 'why; do 
they ever 'dotheſe things at'all?. why! do-chey do. that co 
qualify themſelves for an Office, which if ic be a {an,.. they 
ought not todo to gain the whole world? But if theſe things 
be lawful,and the only thing they have to ſay againſt them, 
s, tharthey/aro'in their opinion, oectilefs and; ſyperfiuous 
Obſervances3 what aſmall'reaſon is thista make a Schiſm 
and Diviſion in'the Church ? There can'be no end of Sepa- 
rations and Diviſions if. they may be juſtified by ſuch fan- 
ciful diſlikes as __ : = the yh of men-are, {0;infi- 
nitely. different asto:ſockrchings;thar/cis impoſſible that the 
fime ſhould 'pleaſe all le; 'fo that either Church-com- 
munion is'no-duty, or clfe ſuch diſlikes of che Fancy only 
cannot be a ſufficient ground of a-Separation; for there 1s 
10 Congrepation whereche Mrinifteris: not cloathed with 
ſome Garment ofrother; and where the Sacrament is not re- 
ceived in ſore poſture or other; and there is no Garment or 
poſture, which ſome may not have a fancy againſt, as well 
88 apninſt theſe,and with as good reaſon. Nay,not only the 
Fancies of divers men; but even of the ſame men at divers 
times, are ſo very differentas to ſugh things, that what the 
like one day, they oftentimes diſlike/as much the next ; fo 
from a Pure and Orthodqx Chorch, upon 
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#bft; ; bur ico prbublghat i he gown hs du 
be one day of this Se, another of 
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Se; and fotirid irt every one ſomething that he di ked, he 
will come to be of no Religion at all. Or if not ſo ; yer'%s 
highly probable, that while he thus buſies himſelf about the 
C nan Cireumftantials'of Religion, he will oe- 
rg pratghs yr _ G_ ey iy 

i pre mercy without which all his 2cal for 
a ena Purity of the Divine Worſhip will avail him 


Tg hv, is briefly as I:could, run th! hall thole 


the Text offered” '£OQUTC 


Þ10 ouriSeyiour inthe 1ſt verſe of the 

Text, To it karl happened to this Charch w we ure 
Members j many that formerly joined in her Communion, 
>! + 07 neg ret memo anys have of late 


propre pak} moky ed! application £61nmn, as 40 ſay that 
EEE nn G 
tho their lea her jult 2c this time, might 
enough make thar be ſi ; neither will I fay that 
þ bekong wer hracirorn wv her, is, becauſe. her Do- 
Arine is too pure, and roo for chem, |... 
But whatever wasthe mocive of their ſeparation, tis mat- 
ter of fat that thereare many now away (tho God be 
thinked not near ſo many,as it was gee 
if ever @ Toleration-were ) many thereare that 
Wy and will now wath no more with w. | 
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Tgion you are of, it mult needs be your duty ro makea 
profeſſion of i it; y - thar if you forſake the Ef, 

Chart youn you muſt wallet wh Chuſe you NO be- 

fore. re yu oi ON and; Communion that you 
ES in, the Rel you, I ſay) what Religion you 

will be of, . what Communion you will adhere to. 

Will you return unafr-get into Egypr:; or (in the words 
of Jolbas) will you ſerve the gods that your fathers ſerved,thut 
wmere.on. the other fide of the floud? 1 mean, will you go over 
to the Church of Rome ? i.e. will yougo to a Churchthat has 
molt eras Apron theFaith of frombereop ? of bing 


kc them EIS Tao he iam _ Panel aoake 


them to 
= Wen aka 3 570% ch that has 
large * Creed to double Huh of the Apoſtles ; and ea- 


ry to Salvazion, the: belick nor only of the 

atelt Fallicies, but. of the moſt evident Contradiions? 
0.2 rok oy bar ; Service, is not underſtood by 
Members, and which makes her Children ſay, Amen, 


to know not what? In. fine ; Will you go tothat 
Church, whoſe ham: and Service you cannot join in, 
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you- Salvation ? 

le Inducemeant to ſuch as 
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- But in a matterof ſuch 
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believe. y 

Pctts Abſolution,will doas well as Holy 

that want Good Works of their own,may for Money,orby 
ome light Penances, purchaſe 'as much-as they want, - of 
thoſe who abound in merit : And that they who take little 
or ao care of themſelves while they live, may have ſuffici- 
eat care taken of them by their Friends when they are dead; 
theſe are very comfortable DoQrines indeed, but they are 
nowhere taught in Scripture, or grounded-upon Reaſon ; 
they are DoQtrines,,/ for the truth of which we have only 
their word, whole gain-in teaching them is is ſo'evident, 
 may-juſtly reader their Teſtimony ſuſpected. 

| Bur without entring upon a- particular Examination-of 
them;-chis one thing alone is a ſufficient-prejudice againſt 
all ſuch eaſy M of Salvation , by whomſvever-pro- 
poſed; That they. are clearly contrary to that Account 
which our Bleſſed S«yiowr, who is Treth its (elf, hath given 
us of the. way: to:Heaven ; and- to that advice which he 
grounds rhereupon, in Matth: 7. 13,14. Exter ye in at the 
frais gate f for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that lead- 
«th to deſtrutFion, and many there be that go inthereat ; Be- 
caxſe ftrait is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth unto 
life, «nd few there be that find.it.'' OW 

Well then; If 'you- will not go over to the Charch-of 


Rome; whither is/it that you'll go when you leave us? Will 


jou go and join your ſelves to any of the Separate Aſſemblits 

at home2:Bur if ſo, 'Fs which of them will ye go? For 

here is ſuch vatiety of ways at/once: offered to- you, as-is 
h perfeQly toconfound and diftraft you: 

I have not time now to tell you how many ſ{dveral Se#; 
there-are of Daſſeaters from the Charch, and much leſs ro 
099 m7 Fe er rar pArrs Boar? on 
my.confdenwhichof them to chuſe;/ bur in gegerat they 


x. Some 
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_ hs Some of thele-Sef: there are, thar have tithes 

' Creed, or 00 Sacraments, or ad Orders, or a0 Rule toguik 
them by, bur the Light within them ; Will you go to 
Shoe? if youdo, can you tell what Religion you 
be of, or whether you hal be of any at all ? 

2. Others of them'zhere are , that poſitively deny the 
moſt Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, as the 
Dodtrine of the Ever Bleſſed Trinity, the Tncaroation of the 

| Son of God, the SatisfaQtion of our Seawiosr, and the like; 
Will # go 30 them? Butif you do, this is tO add hereſy 
. your Schuſm, .and to multiply your Iniquity. 

j Others again there are that teach ſuch Dodtrines, 
either lireQly. or or in their immediate conſequences, give 
too great Encouragement to Vice, by rendringa good Life 
ungecellary ;. Bur I hope bumps menroded afos 
coat prejudice tt luch caſy Religions, ſo that you 
Wi Yam an remedy oing to them. 

kr y, Others there are Ty feſs the ſame Faith 
with the Ck and are (as they ves ſay) of the 
fame Religion that we are of; and differ from us only in 
ſome External Modes and Rites WES. Will yougo 
over to theſe? . 
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If then the Se# you deſign to go to, be of the fame 
Religion with the Cherch that you leave, in bay wa you 
kave her, Reing by your own confeſſion, ſhe has the word; 
of ternal life, as well as they? And if ſhe has, ro what 
purpoſe ſhould you go elſewhere ? 

" Is it (firſt) for better Prayers that you go thither ? That 


; the BY can hardly be 3 However, 'tis what you can't be ſure of, 
the BY toc knowing what their Prayers will be, till you have 
ke; WF heard them. | 


Our Prayers indeed are-known what they are; rhey are 
free to be read and examined by all: You may ( if you 
will) atisfy your ſelves before you join 1n them, that they 
are direted ro the right Obje& of our Worſhip; that they 
are compoſed of fuch Peritions as are to be put up in 
Publick ; and that they are grave and ferious, and-itted to 
excite Devotion 3 whereas, it you go tothe Separare Afſem- 
blies, you know not what God you ſhall worſhip, atleaſt, 
you know not with what you ſball ſerve God till you come thi- 
ther ; you are much like a man that ſubſcribes a Paper or 
Petition to his Prince without reading it. | 

Or ({econdly) is it for better Preaching that you go thi- 
ther? That's ene as ic happens, and you may as calily be 
appointed in this, as in the other caſe. 

And without magnifying our ſelves too much, this Fm 
ſure I may fafely ſay, 1 hat many that have gone from theis 
own Church, $0 a Separate Aſſembly, to hear a better Ser. 
mon, have heard a worſe. 

But however that be, ſo _y as the DoQringe that is 
preached in both places, is the ſame, (as you graar it 1s) 
there cannot be ſo much difference in the Words and Phra- 

wherein ic is expreſſed, or in the manner of ics delivery, 
& will ferve to juſtify a Schiſm. : 

And beſides, what the Apoſtle ſays, is moſt undouht- 

water, but it is 


edly true, Paul may plant , and 4 
God that giveth" rhe tmereaſe : If the. Seeds be both of the 
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